
 

Dear Heads of State,

INC-5 in November represents a once-in-a-generation opportunity to address 
plastic pollution at a global level. As business leaders, we’re calling on governments 
to unite and deliver a treaty that is fit for purpose.

As members of the Business Coalition for a Global Plastics Treaty, a group of 250+ 
global businesses, financial institutions and NGOs, we see an ambitious treaty with 
binding global rules as a chance to harmonise the policy landscape, strengthen 
national legislation, and help businesses scale proven solutions for priority sectors 
such as packaging. 

Global rules are also good for governments, reducing long-term public spending  
on waste management and mobilising investment to create jobs across the  
value chain. 

A treaty based on voluntary measures alone risks delaying action by decades. This 
would create further fragmentation in the regulatory landscape for business, leading 
to increased cost and complexity. 

For business to implement an effective treaty, we need agreement at INC-5 on: 

1.	 Global criteria and lists that enable the restriction and phase out of chemicals 
of concern as well as problematic and avoidable plastic products.

2.	 Sector-specific approaches and global criteria for circular product design  
of plastic products, such as packaging. 

3.	 Common definitions and key principles for the effective implementation of 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) schemes.

4.	 A strong mandate for the governing body to strengthen the agreement  
over time.

As business leaders, we are working to transform our business models to catalyse a 
circular economy in which plastic never becomes waste or pollution, and the value 
of products and materials is retained in the economy. There is already significant 
alignment on these topics through voluntary industry initiatives, and we remain 
committed to efforts to advance a circular economy for plastics . However, it is clear 
that voluntary efforts alone are not enough to address plastic pollution at scale.
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We stand ready to work together with policymakers across the world on this 
critical task. There is no time to waste, INC-5 presents a critical opportunity that 
we cannot afford to miss. 
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